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JOHN Pious OF MIRANDOLA (1463-1494). To a preco-
cious knowledge of languages lie added a familiarity
with the learning of the schools, as then taught in the
Italian and French Universities, that emboldened him in
1486 to maintain nine hundred theses on all known
questions, "mathematical, physical, magical, and cab-
balistical," in the manner of the Aristotelian wit-com-
bats, in which students of the church and law were still
exercised. But the spirit of his philosophy is Neo-
Platonic. In anticipation of Bacon's 'De Sapientia
Yeterum/ his habit of reading allegories into the Scrip-
tures, and searching for hidden meanings in other real
or spurious sacred books, set a fashion of interpreta-
tion not wholly extinct; and he allowed himself to be
persuaded that the remote Greeks, as well as the He-
brews, shadowed forth recondite truths under the veil
of mythological fancies. "With him Cadmus, Medea,
and Jason, Danae, Ganymede, and Daedalus, the Sphinx
and the Ghimsera, were types of modern discoveries and
research, as palpable as the " types " of Gospel history
in the Old Testament. Picus is associated with the
alchemists by the fact of his having written a treatise
on gold. Referring to his reputation among his con-
temporaries, a generally severe modern critic admits that
he was justly regarded as the phoenix of Ms age; but
his range in Holds of knowledge so various was in excess
of his originality in any, for to no branch of Science has
he made any distinct contribution.

A longer life had already, at the date of Mirandola's
death, made manifest the greater powers of the man
whose name is by universal consent the foremost of
the fifteenth century, LEONARDO DA VINCI has long